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Senior year did not end the 
way anyone in the Class of 2020 
would have expected because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, but 
Seaford High School still found 
plenty of ways to safely celebrate 
its graduates over the past few 
months. 

The marquee event was a 
“reverse parade” at the high 
school on June 1. All seniors 
were invited to drive through 
the parking lot, where they were 
celebrated by administrators, 
teachers and staff – who were 
socially distanced and wearing 
masks. As graduation is the 
culmination of 13 years of 
school, many teachers from the 
elementary schools and middle 
school were also present.

Cars entered under a green 
and white balloon arch, then 
circled through the lot. Students 
were driven by their parents so 
they could enjoy the moment 
and reconnect with their 
teachers after two and a half 

months of distance learning. 
They also decorated their cars to 
spotlight the colleges they will 
be attending in the fall. Posters 
featuring the seniors and their 
college commitments lined the 
fence.

On June 22, seniors visited 
the high school to pick up several 
items including their yearbooks, 
caps and gowns, and gifts from 
senior class advisers Kim Flood 
and Shari Raduazzo. To keep 
gatherings small and to ensure 
social distancing, students were 
assigned one of three time slots 
to visit the school. They walked 
up to designated classroom 
windows where administrators 
and teachers were waiting on 
the other side to hand over 
bags of items. 

Representatives from the 
PTSA were also on hand to 
provide each senior with 
a gift box that included 
a Seaford Class of 2020 
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facemask, pen, graduation cap 
squeezable stress reliever and a 
gift card to Spoons, a local ice 
cream shop. 

This year’s senior academic 
and athletic award ceremonies 
were held online, with winners 
announced in videos on the 
Seaford High School YouTube 
channel. On July 2, five teams 
of administrators and teachers 
drove around Seaford, visiting 
the houses of seniors to 
personally deliver the awards. 

Seaford High School joined 
other Long Island high schools 
in lighting up its fields on May 
1 at 8:20 p.m. – 20:20 military 
time – to celebrate senior 
athletes. The scoreboard was 
also illuminated with “20” in 
every spot. 

A large banner, featuring 
the fall senior class photo and 
names of all graduates, hung in 
front of the school throughout 
June. Valedictorian Jason Linzer 
and salutatorian Matt Karounos 
visited the Merrick Road Park 
Golf Course on May 27, where 
they were honored by the Town 
of Hempstead along with the 
top graduates of other area 
high schools. 

Seniors also spearheaded 
several initiatives, such as 
one by Nicole Amato and 
James Padavan who created 
the @SeafordClassof20 
Instagram page to celebrate 
college commitments. In 
April, seniors decorated their 

front doors, windows and 
porches to highlight their 
accomplishments, mark the 
activities that have defined 
their high school careers and 
highlight their personal interests 
and ambitions.

Outdoor graduation was 
scheduled for Aug. 6 on the 
front lawn of Seaford High 
School, with four ceremonies 
throughout the afternoon 
and evening to ensure social 
distancing and compliance with 
gathering limits.

“Given the circumstances 
that interrupted a great senior 
year for a truly great senior 
class, everyone in our school, 
from the custodians, to security, 
to the clerical staff to our 
wonderful faculty and assistant 
principals, banded together 
immediately to provide as many 
special moments for the Class 
of 2020 as possible,” Principal 
Scott Bersin said. “We are very 
hopeful that our upcoming 
graduation ceremony will finish 
the job.”
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From academics to athletics to 
community service, Seaford High 
School valedictorian Jason Linzer 
and salutatorian Matt Karounos have 
had diverse and well-rounded high 
school experiences. They graduate 
at the top of the Class of 2020, one 
that will forever be known for its 
nontraditional end to senior year. 

Jason earned a weighted grade 
point average of 107.287, followed by 
Matt with a 105.709 GPA. They will 
head in different directions in the fall 
– literally – with Jason going about 30 
miles east to Stony Brook University 
to study biochemistry, and Matt 
settling in more than 700 miles west 
at the University of Notre Dame to 
major in applied and computational 
mathematics and statistics. 

Stony Brook was attractive to 
Jason because it will allow him to 
pursue a career in medicine, and he 
received presidential and valedictorian 
scholarships. Its proximity to Stony 
Brook University Hospital will afford 
him opportunities for research, 
volunteer work and job shadowing. 
Although he is remaining on Long 
Island, he plans to live on campus to 
get the true college experience.

Jason will graduate as one of 
Seaford’s most accomplished runners 
and will continue as a member of 
the cross-country and track teams at 
Stony Brook. In high school, he had 
10 state championships, placing third 
in the 3,200-meter race during his 
final winter track season. He recently 
was presented with the T. Redmond 
McKenna Memorial Award from the 
Nassau Track and Field and Cross 
Country Officials Association for his 
athletic accomplishments, scholarship, 
leadership and sportsmanship.

Matt chose the University of 
Notre Dame for its outstanding 
academic reputation and strong 

alumni network. He said when he 
was considering his college options, 
several current students reached out 
to him to answer any questions he 
had. Matt is looking to become an 
actuary, a business professional who 
analyzes the financial consequences 
of risk using mathematics, statistics 
and financial theory. A degree from 
Notre Dame will have him well 
positioned for getting a job right 
out of college in the growing field 
of data analysis. 

A three-sport athlete, Matt was 
a member of the soccer, basketball 
and baseball teams and hopes to 
play intramural sports in college. 
He credits his involvement in 
sports and his membership in 
Best Buddies for growing his 
leadership skills. 

It is his work with Best 
Buddies, a club that pairs 
high school students with 
peers with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, 
that Matt says most signifies 
his high school career. He was 
one of two Seaford students to 
attend a Best Buddies leadership 
conference at Indiana University 
last summer.

Jason and Matt both say that they 
owe much of their success to their 
parents, who instilled in them strong 
work ethics and a love of learning. 
They also noted the many great 
teachers they had along the way. Jason 
said those who stand out include his 
second grade teacher Mr. Berry at 
Manor Elementary School, and Ms. 
Cupo, Mr. Fioriglio and Mr. O’Reilly 
at the high school. Matt also pointed 
to the teacher commonly known as 
“Mr. Figs” as well as his fifth grade 
teacher at Harbor Elementary School, 
Ms. Wojcik.

A high school program filled with 
challenging courses and a wide array 
of extracurricular activities allowed 
Jason and Matt to make the most out 
of the last four years, and their advice 
to incoming ninth graders is to do the 
same.   

“Give everything a chance,” Jason 
said. “At this age, it’s very easy to try 
new things.”

Added Matt, “Cherish and 
appreciate every single day. Keep 
a positive attitude because, before 
you know it, you’re going to be 
graduating.”

TOP GRADUATES 
enjoyed VaSt opportunitieS at Seaford h.S.



Sign Up for District Email Notifications
If you are a Seaford resident and would like 

district email notifications, please visit the following 
site and follow the directions to sign up, https://
goo.gl/cPVv59. If you require assistance, please 
email Tom Lynch at tlynch1@seaford.k12.ny.us.
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Moving-Up Motorcades Honor Fifth, Eighth Graders

News 

Notes 

Recently promoted fifth graders 
from Seaford Harbor and Seaford Manor 
elementary schools and eighth graders from 
Seaford Middle School were recognized at 
unique moving-up ceremonies in June. The 
COVID-19 pandemic meant that students 
and their families couldn’t gather together in 
the high school auditorium, so instead, the 
outdoor celebrations were held at the schools 
the students will be leaving. 

At Manor, there was a separate 
ceremony for each fifth grade class on 
June 11. From their cars, students heard 
words of encouragement and a little 
advice from Principal Debra Emmerich, 
Assistant Principal Mary Ellen Kakalos and 
Superintendent Dr. Adele Pecora.

“This will probably be a day that you will 
never forget,” Ms. Emmerich said. “Someday 
you may tell your children – and maybe 
even your grandchildren – about the day you 
had to spend your fifth grade moving-up 
ceremony in your car while listening to your 
elementary principal speak to you from a 
parking lot rather than an auditorium.” 

She noted that this year they have learned 
so much more than reading, writing and 
math. They have learned to make sacrifices 
and compromises, how to adapt to an ever-
changing world and how to make sense of 
things that don’t make sense. 

Harbor also featured ceremonies for 
each class on June 15. Cars filled the parking 
spaces beyond the school’s front lawn. After 
speeches, the cars moved one by one into 
the front driveway. Each student, along with 
family members, were allowed to step out – 
walking past a line of cheering and masked 
teachers – for photos on a riser in front of 

the main entrance. Students were presented 
with their moving-up certificates and gifts, 
including a green Class of 2020 blanket, a 
laptop case and a commemorative DVD. 

Principal Thomas Burke, the former 
middle school assistant principal, had some 
expert knowledge to share with fifth graders 
about their future school. He said that the 
nerves about being late for class, getting lost, 
having trouble with lockers and finding a seat 
in the cafeteria will quickly disappear.

“Boys and girls, if you can deal with being 
home for three months and learning through 
a screen, those middle school worries will 
seem like nothing,” he said, adding, “What 
makes you stand out is your ability to persist 
through challenging times. You were the class 
that did not give up.”

Seaford Middle School Principal Daniel 
Smith and Assistant Principal Lisa Dunn 
provided a virtual graduation video to the 
eighth grade families which included a 
personalized slide for each graduate. End-of-
year awards were also announced. 

On the evening of June 12, eighth graders 
and their families were invited to drive past 
the middle school to receive their promotion 
certificates and awards. Teachers from each 
grade level and subject area sat along the edge 
of the driveway, socially distanced from each 
other, so that students could see the journey 
of their educational career at the Seaford 
Middle School. 

At the front entrance of the school, each 
graduate’s name was announced by Mr. 
Smith and Mrs. Dunn. Board of Education 
President, Bruce Kahn and Vice-President, 
Stacie Stark awarded diplomas to students 
who remained in their cars.

Notice to Residents:
As a reminder to all 

community residents, dogs 
are not permitted on school 
properties. We appreciate your 
cooperation in this matter.

Follow us!
The Seaford School 

District is on Instagram  
@SeafordUFSD
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